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I’m deeply disappointed the Republican budg-
et resolution just adopted fails again to support
America’s environmental priorities. And again I
call on Congress to reverse its opposition and
work with us to pass my $4-billion package of
tax credits for energy-efficient homes, cars, and
appliances, to invest in clean energy research,
and to help us promote clean technology in de-
veloping countries. Congress should also end its
opposition and help us improve the fuel econ-
omy of all our cars and trucks so Americans
can have the vehicles they want with the effi-
ciency they deserve.

More than 100 years ago, the great American
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow reminded us
that ‘‘nature is a revelation of God.’’ This Earth
Day, let us remember that we are only stewards,

in our time, of the Earth God gave us for all
time. And let us strengthen our resolve to pre-
serve the beauty and the natural bounty that
sustains us and must sustain generations yet to
come.

Happy holidays, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:12 p.m. on
April 21 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 22. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 21 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Executive or-
ders of April 21 on leadership in environmental
management, Federal fleet and transportation ef-
ficiency, and Federal workforce transportation are
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Action To Enforce the Elian Gonzalez Custody Decision and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 22, 2000

Good morning. As all of you know, this morn-
ing 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez was reunited with
his father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez.

The Department of Justice, under the leader-
ship of Attorney General Reno, went to great
lengths to negotiate a voluntary transfer. Even
yesterday, the Attorney General worked very
hard on this late into the night, showing great
restraint, patience, and compassion. When all
efforts failed, there was no alternative but to
enforce the decision of the INS and a Federal
court that Juan Miguel Gonzalez should have
custody of his son. The law has been upheld,
and that was the right thing to do.

I am well aware that this has been a difficult
time for all the parties involved. But let’s re-
member, as I said from the outset, the most
important thing was to treat this in a lawful
manner according to the established process.
This was, in the end, about a little boy who
lost his mother and has not seen his father in
more than 5 months. I hope, with time and
support, Elian and his father will have the op-
portunity to be a strong family again.

Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, what was your role, and
did you give the go-ahead for the operation?

The President. Well, I talked to the Attorney
General extensively, especially in the last several
days, and I supported the decisions that were
made. I think—we talked last evening last, and
then I talked to Mr. Podesta two or three times
through the night, and I believe that it was
the right thing to do.

She made the decision; she managed this, but
I fully support what she did. And it was clear
to me from our long conversations that we were
in agreement about this. She had a special feel-
ing because she was from Miami, she wanted
to resolve this in the most patient way possible
to minimize the damage to the people and the
community that she loves so much. But she
felt strongly, and I felt strongly, that the law
had to be upheld and that Elian had to be
reunited with his father. And every conceivable
alternative was tried for quite a long time.

So I think she did the right thing, and I’m
very pleased with the way she handled it.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Camp David, MD. In his remarks, he
referred to rescued Cuban youth Elian Gonzalez,

who was removed from the house of his Miami
relatives by Federal agents and reunited with his
father earlier in the morning.

Interview With Leonardo DiCaprio for ABC News’ ‘‘Planet Earth 2000’’
March 31, 2000

Climate Change

Mr. DiCaprio. Mr. President, I want to thank
you very much for your time. And as you know,
I’m neither a politician nor a journalist, but
being given the opportunity to sit down with
you here and talk about an issue like global
warming was an opportunity as a concerned cit-
izen that I couldn’t pass up.

So my first question is, global warming is ob-
viously a controversial topic among scientists and
politicians. What is your understanding of what
the effects of climate change will have on our
future if preventative steps aren’t taken imme-
diately?

The President. Well, let me, first of all, thank
you for your interest in this because I think
it’s important that we get citizens more involved
in it; and secondly say, I don’t think it’s all
that controversial a topic among scientists. There
are a few who say that it’s not proven, but
we know that the hottest years in recorded his-
tory, and certainly in the last 600 years, that
9 of the hottest 11 years have occurred in the
last decade.

So, the climate is changing, and the globe
is warming at an unsustainable rate. And if it
is not slowed and ultimately reversed, what will
happen is, the polar ice caps will melt more
rapidly; sea levels will rise; you will have the
danger of flooding in places like the precious
Florida Everglades or the sugarcane fields of
Louisiana; island nations could literally be bur-
ied. The whole climate of the United States,
for example, could be changed where you would
have more flooding, more heat waves, more
storms, more extreme weather events generally.

And then you’ll have some public health con-
sequences. For example, we’re already seeing
in Africa, for example, malaria being found at
higher and higher altitudes where it used to
be too cool for the mosquitoes.

So there will be a lot of very bad, more dra-
matic weather events. There will be a shift in
the patterns of agricultural production. There
will be flooding that will be quite bad, and there
will be more public health crises.

Raising Public Awareness
Mr. DiCaprio. While growing up, I always

felt that environmental issues were constantly
overlooked, and I watched people band together
for various causes which seemed to come and
go, and it was almost like they were going in
and out of style. So how do we take a misunder-
stood issue like climate change and not only
raise awareness but make its prevention an on-
going commitment?

The President. Well, I think we have to make
climate change a local and a personal matter
in the same way other successful environmental
issues are. You know, since I’ve been here,
we’ve been able to strengthen the quality of
our air, strengthen the quality of our water.
We’ve set aside more land for protection and
protected forests than virtually any administra-
tion in history, except those of the two Roo-
sevelts, because they were things people could
understand and identify with, and they knew
how to advocate for, and they understood the
benefits.

So I think we have to bring this down to
practical applications and convince people that
they can do something about it, number one;
and number two, we have to talk about the
first question you asked me—what the con-
sequences of not doing anything.

But there’s so much we can do. We started
a project here at the White House called the
Greening of the White House. Just by changing
the lighting in this whole building, we lowered
our electric bills by $100,000 a year. Then we
put in a different sort of roofing system which
kept out more heat and cold. Then we put in
a more energy-efficient heating system and
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